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UPCOMING EVENTS

e Back to School Clothing Giveaway

Saturday, August 15th 8:00 am - 12:00 noon
at First Presbyterian Church

All Valley Worship
Sunday, September 20th 4:00 pm

at Lincoln Park
Guest Speaker, Rod Handley,
Founder and President of Character at Counts

Rev. BoB SHEPARD, ExecuTIVE DIRECTOR
FIFTY SEVEN CENTS THAT MADE HISTORY

Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, | tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the
treasury than all the others. ey all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in
everything all she had to live on. Mark 12: 43-44

A sobbing little girl stood near a small church from which she had been turned away because it was overcrowded.

| cant go to Sunday school, she sobbed to the pastor as he passed. Taking her by the hand, he found a place

for her inside the sanctuary. e child was so touched that she went to bed that night thinking of the children
who had no place to worship Jesus.

Some two years later, this child lay dead in one of the poor tenement buildings and her parents called for the
kindhearted pastor to make the funeral arrangements. Beneath her pillow he found a crumpled purse rummaged
from the dump. In it were 57 pennies and a note scribbled in childish handwriting. e note read;  isis to
help build the little church bigger so more children can go to Sunday School

For two years she had saved for this o ering of love. When the pastor read that note, he knew instantly what
he would do. Carrying the purse and the note to the pulpit the next Sunday morning, he told the story of this
childs unsel sh love and devotion. He challenged the congregation to get busy and raise enough money for a
larger church. But that was not the end.

A newspaper learned of the story and published it. e story was read by a local realtor who o ered the church
a lot worth many thousands of dollars. When the church could not pay so much, the realtor o ered it for the
modest gure of exactly 57 cents.

Church members made contributions, and within ve years the little girls gift had prompted the giving of
$500,000. Her unsel sh love had paid large dividends.

Next time you are in the city of Philadelphia, go visit the Temple Baptist Church, with a seating capacity of
3300 and Temple University where hundreds of students are trained. Have a look, too, at the adjoining Good
Samaritan Hospital and the Sunday School wing which provides instruction for thousands of children weekly so
that no child of the surrounding community will ever need to be left outside at Sunday School time.

In one of the rooms of this building you will see the picture of the sweet face of the little girl whose 57 cents so
sacri cially saved made such a remarkable history. e amount this little girl gave was secondary to the sacri cial
spirit behind the giving.

It is truly amazing what God can do through his people as they give

Summer is notoriously a nancially challenging time for non-pro ts, under any
economic conditions let alone what we are currently facing. Our e orts continue to -
reach out to the struggling of our valley so they wont feel left out in knowing of God s #8 “Q@\"'((Q
grace and love. We are currently looking for contributions for our general operations Q@ <
budget and for the upcoming Back-To-School Clothing Giveaway. Please pray and S
consider how you can help us accomplish the ministry to which God has called us.







