
  

In 2016 I was given “The Book of JOY; Lasting 

Happiness in a Changing World” which was a 

New York Times Best Seller. It chronicles the jour-

ney of friendship and connection between two 

men, the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desomond 

Tutu. Two men, who by all reasonable expecta-

tion, have no business being friends yet were 

willing to expand the boundaries of their own 

theologies, cultures, and experiences to forge an 

honest and open friendship. It has profoundly  

impacted the way I see people who are from 

different cultures and come to very different   

theological and political conclusions.  

From their book, “The Dalai Lama and the Arch-

bishop are two of the great spiritual masters of 

our time, but they are also moral leaders who 

transcend their own traditions and speak always 

from a concern for humanity as a whole. Their 

courage and resilience and dogged hope in       

humanity inspire millions as they refuse to give in 

to all fashionable cynicism that risks engulfing us. 

Their joy is clearly not easy or superficial but one 

burnished by the fire of adversity, oppression, and 

struggle. The Dalai Lama and the Archbishop    

remind us that joy is in fact our birthright and 

even more fundamental than happiness.” 

“JOY”, as the Archbishop said, ‘is bigger than hap-

piness. While happiness is often seen as being de-

pendent on external circumstances, joy is not.”  

Thanksgiving is a time where we offer thanks for 

the many blessings we have in our lives. Take a 

moment to do that just now……. 

Many of you offered thanks for family, friends, 

health. Most if not all, are things that you have, 

either a physical possession, a relationship, or 

positive life situation or experience. Sometimes 

our thanksgiving is centered on things we have 

now that we didn’t use to have. Give thanks for 

each of them.   

My deeper prayer on this day and during this  

season of the year is that each of us will discover 

a joy that is not bound by circumstances. At 

Serve Wenatchee, we love changing circumstanc-

es. We celebrate the fact that there are so many 

in our community who generously contribute to 

doing so through donating or volunteering.     

Perhaps even you.  

But our greatest joy is not found in just the 

changing of circumstances. It is found in the en-

livening of HOPE that welcomes each one with 

grace, hospitality and love. These are things that 

help us to move together as a community for the 

best, the most, and the longest.  

May your lives this season be filled with joy, love 

and HOPE that circumstances can’t touch! 
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To everyone  

that donated and volunteered 

for Coats for Kids. 

 

We delivered over 750+ coats 

to our local schools. 

 

Please Join Us! 
 

December 8th, 6:30pm 
 

Wenatchee High School Auditorium 
1011 Millerdale Ave 

 
This is a free gift to the community. 

There will be an opportunity to financially 
assist families that need your help to stay 
safely in their homes. Seating is limited.  
Please visit www.servewenatchee.org. 


